GREETINGS from

CITY OF HILLCREST VILLAGE

NEWSLETTER WINTER 2006

We wish everyone a safe and happy Holiday Season.

Updates & Events happening in the Village

As the year 2006 comes to an end, it has been a good and busy year for the City of Hillcrest Village.  Here are a few highlights:

· In January, the City Council accepted and approved the Annual Financial Audit for the City for the Year Ended                                                                                                     September 30, 2005.  The City is financially sound and in compliance with financial guidelines.

· A City wide Election was held in May with a very large participation by residents.

· The City received a report from our new engineering firm for short term and long term recommendations for the City’s utility system and completed some short term recommendations and are continuing on others.

· The City worked with Brazoria County Drainage Dist. #3 to clean out ditches under their responsibility.

· The City worked with Brazoria County Precinct #3 to have our streets patched, and are still working with them on cleaning road ditches.

· Council passed a balanced Budget for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 with no tax rate increase.

· Council approved to install new street signs in the Village replacing damaged and faded signs.  New blue and white street signs have been ordered and will be installed early February.

· Council approved putting together a City Website, which is now under construction. The future website address will be cityofhillcrestvillage.org.

TRASH PICKUP DATES

Ameriwaste has scheduled a trash pickup for Tuesday, December 26, 2006 and Tuesday, January 2, 2007 for Christmas and New Year’s Day Holiday.

CENTERPOINT PROJECT

CenterPoint Energy should be finished with their gas line replacement project by end of December.  If yards or easements are not repaired to original conditions, please call Terrell Franzen or the City office with your address so the City can follow up with CenterPoint Energy.

OFFICE CLOSED & NO DECEMBER MEETING

Due to everyone’s busy schedule during these holidays, there will not be a December council meeting; allowing all your council to spend time with their families.  The City offices will be closed Monday, December 25, 2006 and January 1, 2007.

YMCA DONATION

As many of you know a New YMCA is being built and will open soon near Alvin Community College.  The YMCA is a family organization that offer many programs for the entire family.  The local Alvin area YMCA is currently conducting a capital community campaign called “Every Dollar Counts”.  We will be accepting donations during Candle Sales to present to the YMCA as a group donation from the residents of the City of Hillcrest Village. Please help as much as you can.

HOLIDAY DECORATING CONTEST

Christmas candle sales start soon, look for your chance to win one of three prizes in our Holiday Decorating Contest.  The details are included in the attached flyer. 

CITY WATER, SEWER SYSTEM & DRAINAGE

Your council has continued to strive to improve the City Services provided by the water and sewer systems. Over the past year, work has been done on the sewer collection system.  Some main lines have been repaired and most manholes have been relined.  Recently, smoke testing was done on part of the system.  As a result, additional repairs are now being done.  The County is currently doing a study on drainage along Main Street from the Golf Course to Verhalen to improve drainage.  Also, Fall is here and so are the falling leaves.  Please help keep leaves raked up in streets and cleaned away from drains to allow proper drainage during rains.

SEE BACK OF PAGE

MAYORS CORNER

Greetings from the Mayor

Thank you Hillcrest residents for your patience during the recent work projects in the Village.  While we are aware there have been some inconveniences, you have shown a great spirit of cooperation during these projects.  It is the type of spirit that makes Hillcrest Village a wonderful place to live.  As we continue the tradition of “Lighting of the Candles” on Christmas Eve, let’s make this the best year ever.  It is when we come together to make Hillcrest Village a special community that we really shine.  

From my family to yours, may you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Craig Gilbert

Other Points of Interest

· Council Meetings are held at 200 W. Timberlane the 2nd Thursday of every month at 7:30 PM.  We encourage all residents to attend to stay abreast of things going on in the Village.

· The Agenda is posted at the Municipal Building on Monday before the meeting.

· The Municipal Building is available for rental for special functions.  For information call 281-331-9164 (Martha Franzen) or 281-756-0577 (city office).

· City office is located at 106 W. Blackstone, Alvin, TX  77511(business hours 8 to 5 Mon-Fri)

· Drop Box is available at City office for payment drop off.

· Failure to receive your water bill does not waive late fee penalty or water shutoff.

Important Phone Numbers:

Contact the city office during business hours if you are unable to reach any of the city officials below & they will give the message to the appropriate person.

City Office 







281-756-0577

Mayor Craig Gilbert 






281-331-3482

Water-Alderwoman Pam Caloway 




281-585-6299

Building, Planning & Sub-Alderman Paul Patterson 


281-610-7636

Lights, Lighting & Beautification-Alderman Matt Jenkins

281-331-7389

Sewer & Mayor Pro-Tem-Alderman Terrell Franzen 

281-331-9164

Roads & Drainage- Alderman Richard Williams


281-331-7339

Marshal-Patrick Caloway





713-562-8288 (cell)

Brazoria County Sheriff 





281-331-9000

Email address: cityofhillcrestvillage@hotmail.com
Note from the Marshal

It is important that the residents remember that the Marshal’s department works in conjunction with the Sheriff’s department.  The two departments can provide the best service when the residents, in need of police assistance, call 281-331-9000 to report a problem, or 911 in case of an emergency.  Using these numbers will reduce response time to deal with the situation.

The Marshal’s Department is still working on putting together a citizens patrol. We have received only four requests from residents to become members.  Please email us at cityofhillcrestvillage@hotmail.com or call 281-756-0577 if you are interested in participating or would like to be a member of the Citizens Patrol.  Remember to contact the Marshal if you are going on vacation for a vacation watch of your home.

The Marshal’s Department







